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TO THE 

RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 

Sir Chriſtopher Calthorye, 
| Knight of the BATH. 


Honoured and Right Worſhipful. 
T will not ( T hope) be thought 
| ſtrange , but Duty, if (,a- 
"| mongſt the many that are cordial- 
If ly affefted towards you ) T alſo 
; bring my Mite into your Treas 
' fury; unto Which all: that know 
\ you, and can diſtinguiſh true 
/ worth and goodneſs from a ſeem- 
ing ſhew, or a meer popular gloſs, 
cannot but - pay the Tribute of 
their due reſpetts. TM 


A3 


Funfion in (general, but to my I 


Vereien's, m. his higher and lar- Fj 


and the number of your Imita- | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

As for this preſent addreſs 
bere made unto you; your fingit- 
lar - megrity- and fidelity +6 the | 
publick, your true affeFtion to ſolid | 
and undiſſembled Piety, your un-" * 
tainted Loyalty to the Prince,your | 
Love and Nobleneſs to the Church, Fl 
( ſo well known) and laftly, [|| 
Jour many favours and counte- || 
nance, not only to thofe of my þ 


felf in. particular, axe all ſuch\ 

as juſtly entitle you to the ſub- 
Jett of this following Diſcourſe zi 
you. bemg that im your leſſer} 


f 
Sphere, which our Gracious So- Þ 
ger, A true Nurling Father. Þ 
Godof. his goodneſs encreaſe the 
Gifts and Graces of youx mind, 


Fors. 


x May | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
May the Vertues of your Sogl 
{ #n deſpight of that Veil that 
 #pould hide them) prove more and 
more conſpicuous, like the Sta- 
tues of thoſe two Romans of 
old, Which the more they were 
concealed and covered from the 
, publick ſaght, were but the more 
' taken notice of. 

May the fatneſs of the Earth 
| be your oo aud may the Dews and 

Bl ings of Heaven fall here 
and ever upon you and yours, ſo 
as to redound to Gods Glory," to 
the publick good, and to your 


yl own inward comfort and eternal 
1h reward. So prays your unfeign- 
JN! ed Orator at the Throne of Grace, 


' and faithful Servant to his power, 


Charles Robotham. 
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Iſiah alix. 23. 
And Kjngs ſhall be thy Nuri Fi. 
frog Lois Soren iy Nut- 
fing Mothers, ſhall. how 


down to thee with their Faces $0- 
wards the Earth, and lick * Hy 


dft of thy fees... 


H E current of Rell 
in the world ſeems 
\ muchroteſemble thoſe 


Waters. Exektely that Fx. 47, 
roſe- firſt to-the Ankles, tharido 3, 4 


Mat Knees and Lows, _ tadn 

npaſſable depth. Such ws.che 
| and progreſs of Religiog-in 
the World. The beginniogs af! at 
were but ſmall only in the Fama 
lies of the Patr iarchs ; the;Gllan- 
nel of it for a long time ſcangantd 
narrow , only .i1n the bound$.anl 
limits of the Land of Camnen': 


Az In 


4 
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In Fury only was God known, and 
Ns reat in 1/7ae/. But at 
_— it- overfJowed ' the 
Boks y— according to the pre- 
diftion, J pode 11 Z The whole Earth 
ith the knowledge of the 
Tad. as the Waters cover the Sea. 
But this it was a work efpecially 
reſerved for the on and coming 
of the. Miz ; and is' commonly 
joyned with the mention and pro- 
miſe of the Mefia. Thus in Gez, 
22.18, In thy Seed ſhall all the Na- 
tions of rm Earth be bleſſed, Thus 
in; Ger. 4 , To. ( Tilf Shilo come ) 
Hnd' to FM ſhall the 'gathering of 
rhe "people be. \ And the very ſame 
thing we meet with at large in 
this' very ' Chapter of  7/a/ah, -be- 
gianing at Ss. 6th Verle : Iwill 
rae" thee for -1 Light to the Gen- 
tiles, that thou may'ſt be my Salvar 
pion, | to the ends-of the earth. 
s In /purſuance of which ſubje&t 
& 


on to; ſet forth the care'of 

, "not only for the perpetua- 

ting of the Church, ( Verle the 
16th 


g 
| 


| 
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The Royal Nurſing Father. 
I167h, T have graven thee HPO the 
palms of my hands , thy walls are 
continually before me ; ) but alſo 
for the repleniſhing and inlarging 
the Church ; and that to ſuch a 
fow of fulneſs, that they ſhall 
complain, (as in the 20th Verſe) 
The place js too ſtrait for me, give 
me room that I may dwell, © Auga- 
ftus eſt mihi locus in Synagogis, fac 
mihi ſpatium in Eccleſiis ; as St. 


* Hierom gloſſes upon the place. 


Now, if any ſhall ask, ( with 


| the Church in the 21/4 Verſe ) 


who hath begotten me _— ? who 
hath trought up theſe ? As much 
as to ſay, By what means ſhall 


' * there come in ſuch a throng and 


| 
l 


multitude of Proſelytes to fill the 
Church? 'The Anſwer follows in 
the next words, That it ſhould 
be by a double means; firſt, by 
the power and preaching of the 
Goſpel,-(Verle 22.1 wil! lift x 
my hand unto the Gentiles, and F 
my Standard to the People; 1.e. 
Vexillam crucis, ( ſays St. _—_ J 
Thg 


_ _ od. comm. tat. is, an. 


- 
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The Wotd and Standard of the 


Croſs and Goſpel of Chriſt. And 
then ſecondly, It ſhould be done 
by rhe after-afſiſtance. of Kings 
and Princes that ſhould embrace 


and profeſs the Goſpet ; as it fol- 


lows in the Text, Verle.23. 4nd 
Kjnzs ſhall be thy Nurſong. Fathers, 
and their Queens thy Nurſing Mo- 
thers, they ſhall bow down to thee, 
&C. 


The words then are a ſignal] 


Propheſte,. touching the inlarge- 
ment of the Church; as by the 
acceſſion of the Gertziles in the 
general, ſo of the Secular Powers 
and Governours in partictttar. In 


the words I ſhall conſider two 


mait remarkables: Firſt, the Per- 
{ons here inſtanced in, ( Kzrgs 
ats4 Queens.) Secondly, the things 
ſpoken of theſe Perſons; 7. e. 

heir Converſion, theis Devoti- 
on , their ' furtherance and. affi- 
ance. 

Firſt then, let us conſider, E- 
wincntign Inſt anti.e,- the Periong 
herg 


The Royal Nur fing Fathep. 
here, :inftanced /in; we ſhall ind 
them to. be none. ofthe © xo9245, 
of the lower and middle rank; but 
of the 5. xaizzorrse; Perſons of the 
greateſt heighth and eminency, 


and that. in each of the Sexes, 


Kings far the one, and Queens for 
the ones. He could not have 
gone higher, if he, would, here 
amongſt Men; And 'truly Ki 

and : Princes muſt needs: be ho | 
higheſt upon Earth, becauſe they 


. are immediately next unto: him, 


who is the moſt higheſt both-in 
Heaven and Earth, that is, to: God 
himſelf, For-this was the Divi- 
nity of the ancient Fathers,- Ter- c. x. 4 4w 


' Ful. ad Scap. 'Colimns 'Imperatorens /ic«ndi, poſt 


. ' ; emprimiz 
ut hominemy 4 Deo ſecu m —— Et y_ m— 


ſolo Dea minorem ; 4, e. We reve- & ſuper 


rence the Empefour, as a Man ſe- 7,7 10 
cond to God, andinferior to none + 30. Lb, 
but God. Sq that of Opratur, 3: 449) 
Super Imperatorens non eſt wifi (0. OH 
lus Dems, qui fecit Imperatorem, 
There is none above' the Empe- 

rour, ſaying God, who made the 


Empe- 
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The Royal Nurſing Father. 
Emperout. And fo alfo''that-of | 
Arnobirus, Rex ſub nitllo' #lib, ko | 

t« Pſulm9s {ub Dev. - The King is under natie | 

but God; and if only under him 
then doubtleſs the higheſt, 'n 
and immediate to him'{'yea fo 
near unto.God, that ra foggns 

TW 7 of the very name * of God, P/al. 

ez! 82.6. I ſaid ye are Gods, Gods 

xazow. for their place and Offics, as be- 

Jupin 2 ing in Gods 'r0om andſtead, his 

1% zdor- Vice-gerents upon Earth. And 

thod. 24. Gods tor their Power andHeighth,. 

74% , and Supremacy, as having a Di- 
vine impreſs bf: Majeſty and Sove- 
-reignty ſealed and engraved upon 
their. Perſons. © For what is that 
that we call  Majeſt.s Principis,) 
the Majeſty of a King or Prince? | 
Ifay, What is it, but ſomethin 
of Divinity , ſomething of God, 
put upon a' mortal Man? And 
therefore the Chriſtians of old 

Pegtins, (as Vegetins relates, in their Mili- 

a rem tary Oath) Were wont. to be 

+ s A1worn, without ſcruple, Per Mz- 
Jeſtatem Imperatoric, By the Ma- 

jeſty 


T he Royal Nar fing. Father. 
jelty of the Empexqur, as being 
of DACT IONS uwiddam & DipinumJomes+ 

; thing of God put upon Man, and 


exalting. um to an immediate 


nextnels unto God. | 

Ye ſee then the height and e- 
minency of the Peyſons'; yea bus 
may ſome ſay, Why is it that the 
Inſtance here runs 1n Kings only, 
and ſingle Perſons?were Monarchs 
; only to be the Nurſing Fathers to 
the Church of God ? To this I 
| anſwer. No doubt but under 


| Kings are here included all other 


| Secular Powers and Governouts 


| whatſoever ; yet Kings only are 
| named, and that for a double 
reaſon. | 

If, In reſpe&t to the Event, 
they being primogeniti Ecclefie, 
The firſt that began to exerciſe 
the power of Nurling-fathers. 

The Prophecy it felt "pc EXEC- 
cution of it, was rſtly, yea, and 
moſtly fulfilled all along 1 Kings 
and Monarchs. And then ſecond- 


ly, In reſpe& to the very Species 
0 


7 


& The Royal Nurſing Father. 
of ' Governitieat, Kings 'are here 
named, for divers reaſons. | 
. 1ft, As being the chiefeſt and 
(s) Prin- (4) principal of Governments, as 
car having in it repfarnder, aſMlutan 
ſe poſitum | : h , d folate 
ftat proce- 1mperium, tne entire an aDIO ute 
rh. Command and power unired and 
Aro centered in one perſon; and there- 
polzt. l. 3. - 

c 11, 12: fore the more effeCtual for the aid 


and afſiſtance of the Church. 


11.e97« Verſal ; eſpecially in thoſe Ea- 
324% ſtern Nations : according to that 
tura com- IN Tacitts, Suetum Regibus Ori- 
menta eſt eptem, | 
demi, 3dh, As being the moſt anci- 
r.c. 19. Ent, (c) natural, and primitive of | 
(9) -ired,, Governments, Initio Reges * 1d 
Civ. Di. L. proqes in terris fuit Imperii 19- 
3. 10. wen, 1ays Salyſt (d) ( 1n Catihin. 
To whom Fel alsft (a) ( : / 


Vives adds Kingſhip Or ſingle Empire Was the 
Herodotus farſt of Governments. Ones an- 


and Pliny. 4; D 
N Secunda T0 Genres , regibrs quondam pa 


In Catili- Yuere, (e) ſays Tully, Principto 


nam. tem Rerum, Centium nationumq; . In- 
de Legibus bes 


l. 


perium penes Reges erat, fays Ju- 
ſt in: 


The Reyal Nurſing Father: 9 


| fin(f)1.1, All Kinfdredsand Nath: Q al 
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ons at the firſt were under Kings, ue. 


| Towhich we may add that of the < 2.4 
' Philoſopher , Politie. 1. 6. 1,** 


_ Td qpw]w iPeanw]o at ihe, x4 pus 3) T2 


Wm. Cities at the firſt were go» 


verned by Kings, and {o even to 

this day are Nations alſo. 

Yea, andif we look yet higher 

into the very Riſe and Origine of 

Government, as it is recorded in 

Scripture ; we ſhall' find it was 
| firſt veſted in a ſingle perſon, 


' | daw, who was the Father of 


Mankind, was by bis Creation, 
= for his time, Manarch of Man- 
ind;according to that of Cedrenus, 
7G )uireurs 78 jou Toy afed mor; ff 
bans cry F Cones 
The firft Government in the Bertram. ds 
world was that of Fathers, ang 7: jud- c- 
Kingſhip is nothing elſe but the **:3*: 
Apex, ot* upremacy of fatherly 
Power,devolved into the hands of 
the preſent Monarch. Tamxmi 8 
| pd, Soars i kacnels; 6x0, Tays the 
| Philoſopher , who alſo php capa 


raws 


' 


: 


— 
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The Royal Nurſing Father. 
draws the firſt 'pedigree of Mo- 
narchs, from the Rights of 'Fa- 
thers; as arly may lee -in the 
firſt Chapter of his Politice. 

But enough of this firſt remar- 
kable in the Text, that 1s, bf the 
Perſons or particularity of the In- 
ſtance ( Kings or Princes. ) 1 
{s unto the ſecond: Confidera- 


ble, and that is, The things that 


are foretold and ſpoken of theſe | 
Perſons. They may be reduced 
to theſe following Heads. 1. Their | 


Call and Converſion. 2. Their 


Piety and Devotion. - 3. Their 
Beneficial Influence upon the 
Church,and affiftance to it. From | 
all which follows.iathe laſt place, 
the proſperity and enlargement of 
the Church by their means, ( the ! 
thing deſigned and intended inthe | 
whole Conteſt. ) | 


Firſt then, ye have” their Call bi 


and Converſion ; their:conjunQti- þ - 
on with the Church, and -relation | - 
tothe Church, as Members ; in- 
timated in the Poſleſſive ( 7; ut,) 
Kings | 


Kings ſhall be Thy Nurſing Fa- 


The Royal Nurſing Father, 11 


thers. Thize, firſt, as Members, 
and then as Fathers. So that 
here are two things promiſed to 
the Church, as touching Kings, 
1//, That they ſhall be her Con- 
verts, and then her Patrons ; firſt 
Embracers and Believers of the 
Goſpel, :and then Maintainers 
and Promoters of - the Goſpel. 
They ſhall become profeſſores #- 
dei, and ſo defenſores, firſt Protel- 
ſers of the Faith, and then Defen- 
ders. 

To begin with the firſt, Their 
Converſion. The Church of . 
Chriſt, *tis a Neſt for Eagles, as (a) avra- 
well as Doves. *Tis a Grove for bam, fa- 
Oaks and Cedars to grow in, as 795%. 
well as Shrubs and Coppice # «ola Da- 
That is, *tis a Place and Recepta- ##{mm. 
cle for Kings and Ceſars, as well wr 7.tino. 


as meaner Perſons; for rich Abra- i 
16114 tet, 


ham, (the mighty (a) Prince, as Pk ids. 


he is called, Gez. 23.6. ) as well «©. fays 
as poor Lazarus. *Tis a Flock, 79% m 


; ; R Gen. 22» 
wher C11 the Lyons lie down with 12. 5 


B the 


12 The Royal Nurſing Father. 
the Lambs in the ſame Fold, the 
Prince with the People. 

The Grace of God, and the 
Faith of Chriſt, and the Power | 
of Converſion; was never meant | 
to be confined, meerly to-the 
Commonalty, never to go higher. 
The Apoſtle expreſly declared the 
contrary from the beginning, 

1 T7. 2. where he does enjoyn 1t 

as a Canon to all Chriſtians, That 
Prayers, and Supplications , and 
Thankſeivings be made 'for all Men, 
Verſe 1. and for Kings in particu- 
lar, Verſe 2. Giving this as the 
Ground and reaſon of the duty, 

( Verſe 4. ) becauſe God will have 

all Men to be ſaved, and to come to | 
the Kpowledoe of the Truth ; that } 
is, doubtleſs, at the leaſt, Men | 
of all forts and ranks, Kings as 
well as others. Thus the Apoltle 
then knew ; and knew it by the / 

, Writings of the Prophets. *Twas | 

a thing foretold long before, That | 

Kings ſhould ſee and ariſe, and 

Prixces ſhould worſhip the holy one 

O 


— ng _— ""2»e* 
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of Iſrael, Ta. 49. 7. That the Gen- 
tiles ſhould come to the Churches 
light, and Kings to the brightneſs 
of her riſing. Iſa. 60. 3. And fo 
P/alm 22. 30. Pinznes terre ado- 
rabunt, all they that be fat upon 
Earth ſhall eat and worſhip. And 
P/alm 47. and the laſt Verſe, The 
Princes of the People are gathered 
unto the People of the God of Abra- 
ham, ( ſo *tis in the Hebrew} 
For the Shields of” the Earth ( xes- 
T7240 + yi, ) the Mighty upon 
Earth ) belong unto God; that is, 
they {hall joyn themſelves to the 
God and People of Abraham, by 
communion of the ſame Faith. 
Theſe Promiſes. or Prophecies 
*tis clear they belonged to the 
times of the Goſpel. And though 
they were not preſently fulfilled 
at the firſt planting of the Goſpel, 


| becauſe God was reſolved to bring 


in and carry on the Religion of 
Chriſt at firſt in the world, not by 
the countenance of the Grandees 
and Princes of this world, but on- 

S.2-:-: ly 
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ly by the ſufferings of Martyrs, 
by Signs and Miracles, by the ſole 
and fingle force and efficacy of 
the Word Preached; that ſo the 
Dottrine might appear to be of f 
God, and not of Man; yet, not- | 
withſtanding,after ſome few Cen- 
turies of years, in due time thoſe 
Oracles began to be fulfilled ; firſt 
in the Converſion of Lucins a 
Britti/h King of this Ifle ; and 
then of Conſtantine and Theodso- 
| ſius; and lo all along of many o- 
q ther Princes, as it 1s at this day. 
| So that the Religion of Chriſt, 
> which at firſt began at the lower 
end,and dwelt in Cottages,is now 
got into the Palaces of Nobles, 
yea, and into the Courts of Kings 
and Princes, and I doubt not, of 
lome of them, into their Hearts 
too. Chriſt, who 1s Lord over 
all, ( Ro. 10. 12. ) hath ſhewn 
. himſelf rich unto all, even unto | 
Kings; rich in Grace by calling 
7hemz out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light ; hereby teſtifying 
bot 
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both the freeneſs of his Grace, 
that he is the God of the Hills as 
well as of the Vallies; and like- 
wile the Power of his Grace, that 
he has a Throne in Hearts of 
Kings, and can conquer Crowns 
and Scepters to a willing profel- 
{ing of him. And that the Net 
of the Goſpel, ( ſpoken of Mar. 
23. 47.) 1s large and ſtrong e- 
nough to catch and take the great 
Whales and Leviathans of the 


Water, as well as the ſmaller 


Fiſhes. Laſtly, hereby he has te- 
ſtified his honourable regard and 


| reſpect unto the Robes of Earth- 


ly Majeſty, to the Thrones of 
Kings, by baptizing them: into the 
Faith of Chriſt; thereby ſhewing 
them the way unto a better King- 
dom , thar of Heaven, and to a 
brighter Crown, that of Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

And that's the firſt thing here 
intimated touching Kings and 
Princes, their Call and Conver- 
ſion, The next follows, and that 
- B-3-: is, 


16 
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The Royal Nurſing Father. 
is, their Piety and Devotion. For 
this I take to be the meaning of 
thoſe words, ( They fhall bow down 
to thee with their face to the Earth, 
and lick up the duſt of thy feet. ) 
'Tis an alluſion to that geſture of 
lowly Reverence and Incurvation 
of Body to the Ground, that was 
in uſe, both in Religious and Ct- 
vil Worſhip. As ye may ſee both 
at once, 1 Chron. 29. 20. All the 
Conpreg ation bleſſed the Lord, and 
bowed down their Heads, and wor- 


hovam & ſhiped the Lord and the Kjng. 


Regen 
Pagn. 


{ aeromwng, Ted Wwe P Tr) Caomnd. 8x.) 
The like was practiſed by all your 
Faſtern Nations , to their Sove- 
reigns ; as appears by that of 
Martial. — Piftorum ſola baſiate 
regurm. Epipr. L. 1o. Ep. 72. 

= re that ET  EFELS 
without which 7 hemiſtocles him- 
ſelf could not have acceſs unto 
the Perſiaz King ; though he dil- 

uiſed it as well as he might, by 
the letting fall of his Ring. 


But 
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But to return; in alluſion (I ' 

ſay ) unto this cuſtom of deep 

and low veneration, 1s it here ſaid 

even of Kings and Queens, that 

they ſhall kiſs or lick the duſt, 

that they ſhall bow down with 

their faces towards the Earth : 

Yea but unto whom ? A4z/m. To 

whom but Chrift. To him alone 

is all this reverence and obeyſance 

of Kings and Queens directed and 
intended. For though the Perſon 

here ſpoken to (as the words 
ſound) ſeem to be the Church ; 

yet the Worſhip here ſpoken of 

15 meant only Chriſt. Chriſt; pro- 

prins & peculiaris, (lays (4) Gro> (4) See 
tins. ) Tibi incurvabunt ; id eſt, - 79% 
Chriſto in te habitanti, ſays Tre- Drewks 
mellivus, ( They {hall bow down ſunmarum 
to thee, 7. e. To Chriſt dwelling 94m: 
in thee. Sic ad Eccleſiam transfer- * 
tur hic honos, ut penes unum Chri- 

ftum integer maneat, ſays Calvin. 


(b) As much as to fay,The Church ©) #*- 


gent ped wn 
pulverem tworum,' O Eccleſia, primitiva, in perſona capitis tyi, 
Feſu Chriſti. Gloſſa ordinaria in lock | 


B 4 IS 


(a) Vide 


Iibrum C#- 
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rum, Sect. 
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1s here conſidered in conjunftion 
with Chriſt the Head; ſo that 
what is ſpoken of the Body,ſtrict- 
ly and properly pertains only to 
the Head.S! enim C aput Eccleſi.e eſt 
Chriſtus, Caput hic adoratur in cor- 
pore , ſays St. Hierom upon the 
Place. In the Honour of the Bo- 
dy is underſtood the Worſhip of 
the Head, And to the like pur- 
pole ( yet more plainly) is that 
of St. Baſi/,(upon P/al.45. VYer.12.) 
5 3D CHkAIITIE meg tl 7), AAL Þ MKAnoIA; 
x«42a5, 6 Keis ©. ?Tis not the Church 
to whom this Honour or Worſhip 
15 given, but unto Chriſt, who is 
the Head of the Church. 

In vain therefore do the Para- 
ſites of Rowe go about to draw 
this Text to the maintenance or 
countenance either of the Papal 
Chair, or of the (a) Honour and 
Subjection claimed as due there- 
unto. For befides the falleneſs 
of the Hypothetis, the thing ir 
{elt 1s very wide from the purpoſe 
of the Text. The Honour here 
ipoken 
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ſpoken of (as to be done by Kings 
and Queens ) 1s not that .of ex- 
ternal SubjeCtion, whether Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical, but that of Re- 
ligious Adoration. *Tis no other 
than ſubjeQion unto Chriſt him- 
{elf. To the Perſon of Chriſt, 
to the Laws of Chriſt and Chri- 
ſtianity , to the Faith and Do- 
Arine of Chriſt, to the Word, 
Will, and Worſhip of Chrilt. 
- Bhis is that, that 1s fore-promiſed 
in the behalf of Kings; that they 
ſhould render untoChriſt the ſub- 
jection of Piety and Devotion, 
; e- Reverence to his Name, ob. 
. ſervance to his Worſhip, obedi. 
ence to his Will, {ubmiſhon to 
his Yoke and Scepter , walking 
in his Truth, rejoycing in his 
Light ; counting 1t their higheſt 
Honour to do him SErvice, and 
the beit and biggeſt of their Ti- 
tles to be his SubjeQs. As it 15 
recorded of the Emperour 7 heo- 


doſius, That he protels'd he rejoy- mh,xiore, 
, ced more in his Chriſtianity, than 4 5: & 25s 


in 
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in his Regal Dignity ; and, that 
upon his Death-bed he thank'd 
God more, that he was Membrun 
Eccleſie,(aMember of the Church) 
than that he was Caput Imperii, 
( the Head of the Roman Empire) 
And another Paſſage I have read 
of one of the Lewis's, King of 
France ; who, though he had got 
many Victories, and won many 
Towns from the Saracers , yer 
would he not be ſtiled from any 
of thzm, but only from the Place 
of his Baptiſm would be called 
Lewis of Poiſſy, Why ? Becauſe 
there ( ſaid he ) I hr{t overcame 
the Devil, and was made a Chri- 
ſtian. Many the like Inſtances 
myzght be given of the ſignal Pie- 
ty of Chriſtian Kings and Princes, 
both in Word and Deed : But my 
bulineſs 15 not a Hiſtory, but a 
Sermon. TI ſhall theretore paſs by 
what might be more largely ſpo- 
ken of this ſecond Head, and a 
iten to thz third and main Parti- 


Cular deſizned in the Text, and - $] 


that 


- $1Impietics and Idolatries, *twas by 
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that is the ſpecial and beneficial In- 
fluences of Kings upontheChurch 
tor its good and flouriſhing, (They 
ſhall be thy Nurſins Fathers, and 
their Queens thy Nurſing Mothers. 

In the opening of which I ſhall 
conſider two Particulars; 1/, The 
Thing it ſelf, to be doze by Kings 
and Princes; and that 1s, the che- 
riſhing, the ſpreading and further- 
ance of the Church, and of Re- 
ligion in the Church. 2/3, The 
means and manner of performing : 
They {hall do it, as w3vR, as Nur- 
ſing Fathers. 

For the firſt of theſe, *Tis ver 
evident God has always made uſs 
of Kings and Princes, for the fur- 
therance and maintenance of Re- 
ligion, from firſt to laſt, The firſt 
ſettlement of it among the 1/rae- 


| lites was by the Hands of Mofes, 


who was King in Jeſurup. ( Dent. 
33. 5.) or asthe 7 argnm and Sy- 
riack reads it, _y in [/rael, The 
retriving of it, when lapſed, from 


the 
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cuneus d the means of Judges; whom 


republ.l. I. 
Co I 20 
Bertram'ts 


de rep. juds 
C« 9, f109, 


Joſephus calls Movagzzs, no 0- 
ther than Monarchs ; Dictators, 
for their time, that is, 1n effect, 
Kings. 

In a word, the fulleſt and the 
utmoſt growth, and «:w4 of that 
Church, and the higheſt and 
brighteſt Sun-ſhine of Religion 
amongſt them, was not , till it 
came under the warm Beams and 
Infuence of the Royal Scepter. 
Their Religion was never culm1- 
nant, never roſe unto its heighth 
and ſplendour, till the King\ſhip 
was ſettled amongſt them, firſt in 
the Family of David, and then in ! 
the Line of So/o-zvz.Then was the 
Sacred Militia, the courles of the 
Prieſts and Levites,ordered : Then | 
was .the ſtately Fabrick of the 
Temple erected, and the Service 
furniſhed : Then was the- God of 


I/raet worſhiped in the beaury of 
Holineſs. And ſo downward in 
the ſequel of the Story, ſtill ye 
{hall find, Kings were the main- 

tainers 


The Royal Nurfing Father. 27 
| fainers of Religions, as in Abija, 
| Aſa, and Jehoſaphat : Kings were 
reformers of Religion, as in He- 
zekia and Joſia : yea, and Kings 
were the Reſtorers of Religion, 
together with their Liberties, as 
in the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
1a. Both which acted inall they 
did by Commiſſhon from the 
Kings of Perſia, Ezra 7. 25, 26. 
| Neb. 5. 14. 
| This Bleſſing of Pious, and of 
Gracious Kings, {o behooful and: 
1 I} advantageous to the Church of 
| the Jews, God was pleaſed to at- 
1 | ford and make promiſe of, to the 
1 | Church of the Gentiles. 
C Beſides the Proots already na- 
e $ med, TI ſhall add three more, per- 
n F tinent to the purpoſe. The firit is 
1e | that of the Text ; where the nur- 
ce | ting and nouriſhing influence of 
of I. the ſecular Powers,is clearly men- 


AADCIGAPA\.. 


of ' Rioned, as one ſignal and ſpecial 
in ſJneans of the furtherance and in- 
ye - targement of the Goſpel-Clmurch, 
1N- %s 1s evident from the whole dritt 
ers | anl 
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and ſcope of the context. The 
ſecond is that of 1/aiah. Ch. 60, 
where having ſpoken of the A- 

| bundance of the Sea that ſhould 

| be converted, Verſe the 5/4; It 

| follows in the tenth Verſe, The | 

| Sons of Strangers ſhall build up thy * 

|| Walls, and their Kjngs (ſhall mini- | 

ſter unto thee. And Verſe the I6th, 

Thou ſhalt alſo ſuck the Milk of the 

Gentiles, and the Breaſt of Kinzs. 

Before ye had the Nurſe, and here 

ye have the Milk and Breaſt ; al- 

{luring us, they ſhould not be 

meer Dry-nurſes, but ſuch who 

as1t were from their own Bowels, 
ſhall miniſter ſtrength and growth 
unto the Goſpel-Church. 

There 1s one place more,which | 
ſome not 1improbably draw to this 
purpole;and that is in the four and 
twentieth P/al/. where —_— 


ſpoken of the large and univerſal ? 
Dominion of Chriſt, Yeyſe 1. And ? 
of the conditions of Communion # 
with the Church of Chrift,Yer.3. | 
to the 6c, he then cloſes with an| 
exhor-| 
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exhortation (as many do inter- 
-pret it ) to the ſecular Powers, for 

their favourable furtherance of 

the Church _ Goſpel of Chriſt, 

Verſe the 7th. Lift up your Heads 

O ye Gates, and be ye lift ye ever- 

laſting doors, that the Kyng of Glo- 

ry may come in. The Septuagint, 

with Syzmachus and Theoaotio, eX- 

=_ it, as Ipoken to Principa- 

ities and Powers; and accor- 
dingly render it, Lift Hp your 

Heads, O ye Rakers ( 91” AgpxorTes ) 

and ſo the vulgar Latin, (0 Prin- 
cipes ) (4) O ye Princes , and be (4) So the 
ye lift up, ye Fores /. eculi, Th ee 
Arias Montanus renders it, Y e &- opich Ver- 
verlaſting Doors.) And why muſt frons. 
| they be lift up? All to this end, 

'* | (lays Plalmil, ) That the King of 
Glory may come -in, i.e. I0 make 
way and room 1n the Wor ld, for 
ng j the Kingdom of God and of 

! Chriſt. The entrance into the 

\nd 5 | City was by the Gates; the 
10N | | firength of the City was 1a the 

723-I Gates, ( P/al. 147. 13. He bath 


any ſerene th- 
hor-} 
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ftrenathned the Bars of thy Gates.) 
AndthePlace of Magiſtracy,Power 
and Judicature was 1n the Gates, 
(Ruth 4.1, 2. Dent. 25.7.) And 
therefore by the lifting up of the 
Gates may well be underſtood the 


* concurrence, the utmoſt aid, 


countenance and aſſiſtance of 
the Ruler, to the promoting 
and propognting of Religion , 
as being entruſted with a Pow- 
er to make way for the King 
of Glory. 

So much for the Thing it ſelf, 
The ſpreading and enlarging of 
the Church, by Kings and Prin- 
ces. I come now unto the laſt 
Particular, and that 1s, The means 
and manner of effeCting it; They 
ſhall do it, as Nurſing Fathers ; 
that is, firſt, as Leaders, and then 
as Governours : Firſt , by the 
ſtrong attractive of their Exam- 


ple, and then by the uſe and ex- 


erciſe of their Authority ; firſt, 1 
by the very countenance of their 
perſonal Exampie, which always] 
t3 
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is of great influence and efficacy 
in the World. Haggai 2. 23. (lays 
God unto the Prince Zorobabel ) 
I will make thee 2s a Signet, 1 an- 
wo Annulum Signatorium, Good 


\ Princes, they are Gods Seal, Gods 


Signet, that make impreſſion up- 
on the World, and help to ſhape, 
and print,and faſhion it into Truth 
and Goodneſs. — 4d exemplun 
Regis componitur Orbis, The Re- 
ligion of the Prince is the Mould 
into which the People common- 
ly are caſt. Such as fit in the 
Gate, ſuch as are higheſt and up- 
permoſt in the World, are eyed 
as the Rule and Copy to thoſe that 
are under. The younger natural- 
ly follow and tread in iteps of the 
elder ; Servants imitate their Ma- 
ſters, Children their Parents; but 
of all Preſidents, that of the 
Prince or Ruler 1s the molt pre- 
vailing , to engage the practice 


| of the People. — Et 10 vnl- 
1 gus manant exempla Reoentum. 


.# The Ways and Deeds of ſuch 


C great 
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great ones, as they draw the Eyes 
of all after them , ſo alſo rheir 
Imitation. Vertue in a King, Re- 
ligion in a Prince, ſeldom goes a- 
lone without a numerous train of 
Followers and Imitators. 
the King of Nizive pu on Sack- 
cloth, ( Jonas 3. 6.) how ſudden- 
ly did it become the wear and 
aſhion as it were of the whole 
Court and City. When Coxſtan- 
tize embrac'd the Faith, and ſet 
up the Croſs for his Standard, 
what a ſhake did the very Pattern 
of his Example give unto the 
Kingdom of Dakach through 
the whole Empire ? How foon 
did Heatheniſm vaniſh out of 
Towns and Cities, and betook it 
felf ad pagos &, paganos ? ( from 
whence the Name of Pagans, ſays 
Voſſius. ) Chriſtianity being ſeat- 
ed in the Prince, it ran down 
amain, as the Oyntment from the 


Head of Aaroz, to the Skirts and | 


Borders of his Garment. 


That's 


When 
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! That's the firſt way wherein or 
| whereby Kings do become Nur- 
fing Fathers to the Church , by 
the meer influence of their Ex- 
ample, 
The next and ſecond ( which 
is the main ) follows; and that 
is, by the uſe andexercile of their 


| | Power and Authority. Thar is, 
- | when they do employ the urmoſt 
" | of their Princely Power, for the 
: defence and protettion of the 
» | Church , for the ſupport and 
K. , PP 
maintenance of the Church, for 
h the conſervation of the rights and 
ge properties of the Church, for the 


c due and well management of the 
”* | Aﬀairs of the Church. When 
it | Laws are made, and AQts paſſed 
by Authority in the behalf of the 
Y* ] Church, when publick and effe- 
Ctual care 1s taken for the great 


be concerns of the Church, for the 
or foundnefs of its Faith, tor the pu- 


| rity, beauty, and comelineſs of 
| its Worſhip, for the order and re- 
gularity of zts Government, for 

| C2 the 
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the efficacy of its Diſcipline, for ? 
the preſervation of its Peace, U- 
nity and Tranquillity, in and ' 
through the Communion of the } 
whole. This, this 1s the Benefit | 
of Nurſing-fathers ; this 15 the 
Milk that comes out of the Breaſt 
of Kings, the eſtabliſhing of Re- 
ligion by the Sovereign Power, in 
all the publick concerns of it. 
When Chriſtianity is (by their 
means) engrafted into the State, 
and is made the Religion of the 
State ; when the wrokaffion of it 
is not only own'd, but ratihed 
with the Seal of Authority, fen- 
ced and {trengthned with the pro- 
viſion of Laws, guarded with Pe- 
nalties, encouraged and advanced 
with Priviledges. This 1s that 
Sinzulare quiddam a regibus requiſti- 
tum, lays Calvin upon the Text, 
That ſpecial and ſingular Service 
expected, yea and beſpoken from ? 
the Hands of Kings, for Chriſt, © 
P/al. 2. to, 11. Be wiſe O ye Kynes, © 
be inſtrutted ye Rulers of the Earth, | 


Serve 
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! Serve the Lord with fear. What 
| Lord? why the Lord Chriſt, as 4% 425: 
| } appears by the 24 and 7h Ver. 
| And how are they to ſerve him ? 

| notonly in their Hearts and Lives, 
> | but intheir Power and Place,with 
© | their Crowns and Scepters ; ſerve 
- | himas Kings. Excellently St. Au- ,,;z ,, 
| | 2«/tine to this purpoſe. Aliter Bmifacium 
- | ſervit qua homo, aliter qua Rex. 
r | Kings ſerve the Lord Chriſt, as 
» | they are Men, one way, as they 
2 | are Kings, another. As Men, 
t | they ſerve him, vivendo fidelter, 
d | by living up to the Faith and Pre- 
- | cepts of Chriſt ; but, I» guantim 
- | reges, as Kings, they ſerve him, 
= | Lepes ſanciendo, Leges ferendo pro 
d 3 Chrifo, by making Laws for 
tj Chriſt ; Cum ea facinnt ad ſervi- pop, ig, 
- | endum ili, que non poſſunt facere ad Vincm- 
| niſi reges ; when they do thoſe 7% 

IN; piſt. ad 

e | things for Chriſt, (by the advan- pn;faciun 
n } tage of their Power ) which none 
t, | but Kings can do. And again, Cum ,, .,. 
r, | mn regno ſuo bona jubeant, mala pro- tra Creſea- 
hibeant ; when in their reſpeCtive 7% #3: 
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Dominions,they command what's 
good, and torbid what's evil ; not 
only in relation, ad Societater Hu- 
244nam , to Humane and Civil 
Peace and Society, but alſo lays 
he ) in things pertaining ad Re//- 
gionem Divinam, to matters of 
Religion, and Divine concerns, 
All which may ſerve as a fit Com- 
ment upon the Text,plainly ſhew- 
ing us, what is that Regia Eccle- 
ſie nutricatio, ( as Grotius ſpeaks) 
Thar BleifTing of Nurling-fathers ; 
That *tis no other than the main- 
tenance and cheriſhing of Religi- 
on by the nurture of wholeſom 
Laws, by the publick interpoſal of 
Kings and Princes 1n 1ts behalf, as 
of Pious Guardians , and as of 
tender Covernours excharg-d and 
betraſted with the care and over- 
fight of the Church. And this 
indeed is the proper import of the 
word CR, or Nurfing-father in 
the Text, and in the Hebrew. It 
comes from the word W8 or WR, 
that ſignifies, Truth, Truſt, or 
Faith- 


: 
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| 
" - 
n 


I 


The Royal Nurſing Father. 3? 


! Faithfulneſs. So that the prime 
and proper meaning of the word 
( as Schinler notes ) is ro lignifie 
Tatorem, Curatorem ( Fiduciarium ) Rad. WR 
Gui int fidem ſnam recrpit alter ins 
puerum : That is, one that is a 
Guardian, a Truſtee, one that has 
the care, maintenance anddiſpo- 
{al of a Perſon committed to his 
truſt, This (Ifay) is its firſt 
and primigenial ſignification ; and 
then by conſequence 'tis rendred 
| {ometimes a Nurſe, (Tiww®@, Ruth. 
4. 6.) ſometimes a bringer-up, 
(Te:23s) even as here in the Text, 
| and in Eſther 2. 7. where Morde- 
; cai 15 {aid to be wx , the nouriſher 
| or bringer up of Eſther; or ( as 
Schinler renders It, out of ſome 
| Copy of the Septuagint ) Tles=3e, 
| Preſes & Re&or, her Guardian 
and Covernour, ( for ſo does 
i147, ligne, Curam' & Praefe- 
| 8 CFUram. 
| So that, all things conſidered, 
the itile and attribute of Kings 
here in the Text could not poſh- 
C 4 bly 
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bly be better rendred, than, as 1n 
our Tranſlation, by the phraſe of 
Nurſing-fathers. Fathers for their 
Power, Truſt and Authority ; and 
then both Fathers and Nurſes tor 
their care and tenderneſs. So that 
the word it does at once inruct us 
ia two things concerningChriſtian 
Princes. F1r{t, In the Intereſt of 
their Power 1n reference to the 
Church. Secondly , In the na- 
ture andquality of their Power. 
T//, Here is the Intereſt of their 
Power,in,or towards the Church. 
(4) Foruy The Church, as a Azz", com- 
»»2/tztz5 mitted to their (a) charze; and 
fan Eccli- themſelves made of God, the 
Ts 17ov. TIeoaTagtss the Mordecaies to this 
Hipin F{t4:y, the Guardians, and Go- 
---- 3: vernours of it. And that under 
z£4it.7 A double capacity ; firlt, as Sove- 
414 reigns; and fo they have the 
»2+. te Power of ſtopping or ſuppreſſing 
154; :or- all violence, rage and fury inten- 
*--9...- ded againſt the outward Being, 
Mauriti: Peace and Well-fare of the 
wn. L.3- Church, And then ſecondly, as 
my Chri- 
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Chriſtian Sovereigns. And fo 
they have the right of doing all 
AQts pertaining to Chriſtian So- 
vereignty in Church-matters;that 
is, a ſupream inſpection 1n and 
over all Cauſes and Perſons that 
do relate to the Church ; a Power 
of ſetling and eſtabliſhing the 
true Faith agd Communion of 
the Church ; yea, and of order- 
ing the Aﬀairsof the Church, of 
reforming corruptions, of redrel- 
ling abules , of regulating , and 
retrenching exceſſes and innova- 
tions. In a word, A Power of 
ſuper-viſing all Offices and quali- 
tics in the. Church, to ſee and 
provide, that ſuch as act in the 
behalf of the Church, do their 
Duties, and keep their Bounds, 
that nothing be done to the pre- 
judice, not only of the common 
Peace, but of the common Faith, 
Order and Chriſtianity ; but all 
unto the furtherance and edihca- 
tion of the whole, 


This 
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This Is that Power which Kings 
of old for their part exerciſed in 
theGovernment of theSynagogue, 
(as you may ſee at large 1n the 
Chronicles) 1 the reforming of Re- 
ligion, in purging the Temple, in 
re-inforcing the Paſſeover,in com- 
manding and ordering the Prieſts 
and Levites,in reducing and re-en- 
gaging rhe People unto the Law, 
and to the Covenant, canſizg all 
that were found in 1/74el, and Bey- 
jaminu to ſtand to it, ( 2 Chron. 
34. 32,) And again, making all 
that were preſent in J/rael to 
{erve, even to ſerve the Lord their 
God. The like Power we tind, 
without {cruple, practiſed by the 
hirſt Chriſtian Monarchs and So- 
vereigns, within the Limits of 
the Goſpel-Church of their Do- 
minions. After that the Empire 
was caſt into the Lap of the 
Church,andChriſtianity advanced 
to fit at theHelm and Stern of Go- 
vernment ; *tis ſufficiently known, 
now far even the firſt Chriſtian 
Empe- 
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Emperours interpoſed their Au- 
thority in Church-matters ; In 
hearing Complaints, in receiving 
Appeals, in taking cognizance of 
; Cauſes, ( etiam poſt duplex Tudi- 
cium Epiſcopale ) in redrefſing of 
Eccleſiaſtical diſorders, in eleQ- 
ing of Biſhops, in convening of 
Councels, in examining and ra- 
tifying of Canons, in paſſing and 
ſetting forth Laws and Edits. for 
the eſtabliſhing of Truth, Order, 
and unity, and for the healing or 
extinguiſhing of Schiſm and He- 
rely. As may be ſeen at large by 
any that will read both in the 
* Eaſtern and Weſtern Records, 1n 

the AQs of Conſtantine and T heo- 
__dsſins, inthe Code and Novels of 
i FJeſtinizx, and in the Capitulars 
of Charles the Great. $9 true 
was that of Socrates, 1n his Pre- 
face to the fifth Book of his An- 
cicnt-Church-Hiſtory , 2" 5 Kerra- 
vicew nega: E291 s, (ever ſince that 
Kings and Emperours became 
Chriſtians ) nemo && wry! T4 Þ nnan- 
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viz; mpdypars (the affairs or mat- 
ters of the Church have huze,the 
whole weight of them hung and ! 
depended upon them, 7. e. upon | 
their authority, concurrence and | 
interpoſal; for of that he ſpeaks 
in the next words. 

And thus have I ſhewn the firſt 
thing that is implied in the Phraſe 
of Nurſing-fathers , the Power 
and Intereſt of the Prince 1n and 
over the Church as Guardian, as 
Governour, | 


There is but one thing more to |} 
be conſidered in the Text, and I | 


ihall chen draw towards a Con- 
cluſion ; and that is, The nature 
and quality of this Power, or, if 
I may fo ſpeak, ( and I crave hum- 
ble leave to ſneak it ) The Bounds 
and Limits of it. Princes, they 
have indeed Power and Authority | 
1n Church-matters, but *tis as Fa- iq 


thers ſtill, not as Maſters. They are 
not ſtiled Dozmizi, but Nutritii,not 
Lords of our Faith, but Nurſes, 
Protectors, Defenders of the Faith. 

"The 


- 
Fi 
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The whole Right of Secular 
Powers in matters Eccleſiaſtical is 
not DeſtruCtive, but Cumulative, Mr. Thorn- 
Tis not to change or aboliſh, but 8b 
to eſtabliſh what they find the Church. 
Church, by the ACt of God, pof- © + 
{eſled of, and veſted in, from the 
beginning, We may not there- 
fore ſo far extend the Phylacteries 
of the Princes Power, as to think 
or ay, That he may deviſe new 3:7: itu4 
Articles of Faith, or appoint new tr, 
Sacraments, .(new Inſtruments of ur ol 
Grace) or introduce or enjoyn aut civili- 
new parts of Worſhip. No, theſe je 
are Chriſti Regalia, ( the Royalties 1:2es no- 
of Chriſt.) In things of this na- vas decul- 
ture we call no Man Mafter upon Cimntis 
Earth, for one 1s our Maſter, e- fre aut 
ven Chriit, Mat. 23. 1o. There %7-** 
are ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) uri: 06s 
74 5 Kei?, The things of Chriſt, !* Caſas. 
Phil. 2, 21. And there are 74 4% ©:#, 3442 
The things that are Gods, evi- dedica:. 
dently di{tingui{h'd by our Savi- 
our from the things that are 
Ceſars, Mat. 22, 21. As being 


things 
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things of Divine, Immediate and 
abſolute appointment. And though 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate has I»- 
perium circa Sacra, a Power of or- 
dering even about theſe things, as 
to Time-and Place, and matter of 
form, and whatſoever elle relates 
to the due and decent, and regu- 
lar performance of theſe things; 
yet he has no power ſuper hec, 
over the ſubſtance of the things 
themſelves,cither to add tothem, 
or diminiſh from them. 

In a word, we muſt know, 
there are in the Church of 
God, Immota quedam & Divina, 
certain facred and unchangeable 
Points ; as namely, The common 
Faith and Chriſtianity, the Rule 
and Sum of Chriſtian Faith, the 
Parts and Duties of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, the Offices of Chritti- 
anity wherewith God will be ſer- 
ved, in the Communion of his 
Church , the Means and Inftru- 
ments of Grace, (the Word and 
Sacraments ; ) together with the 
Power 
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Power of Orders, and the Keys 
of DoErine and Diſcipline. Theſe 
and the like, they are Res Dez, 
the Things of God; that is, of 
his immediate , abſolute, perpe- 
tual appointment and conſtitution. 
They are Dowa Chriſti, the Dona- 
tives of Chrift and of his Spirit, 
' Theyare Dos & jura Eccleſie, the 
Dowry and Birth-right of the 
Church, as it is a Society of Gods 
immmediate founding, fubſiftin 
not by Mans Law, = by Gods 
Charter, ( not to be nulPd, or al- 
ter'd by Man. ) 

In theſe things, as St. (a) 4m- (a) L. 5. 
. broſe ſaid of old, Bonus Imperator | carp 
eſt intra Eccleſiam, non ſupra. And [fon 
again, (b) Noli te gravare Impe- (y) any. 
rator, ut putes te in ea gue Divina E). 33 
ſunt, imperiale aliquod jus habere, © * 5 
Think not , O Emperour, thou * — 
haſt any Power Imperial over 
things Divine ; z. e. over things 
which God and Chriſt have ſetled 
in the Church by their own 1m- 


mediate Act. 
The 
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The Chriſtian Church, it is and 
was from its beginning a Religt- 
ous Corporation, founded by the 
AQ of God for the Communion 
of its Members 1n the Faith, Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God. By 
vertue of which Foundation from 
God, it has its proper and inter- 
nal Rights and Powers diſtinct 
from the Civil, though limitable 
in the exerciſe of them by the 
Civil. Theſe Rights were veſt- 
ed in the Church a before any 
State became Chriſtian, and are 
lo to remain after; as ſtanding 
upon a diſtin Ground, Gift and 
Original. And therefore the Prince - 
or State, in becoming Chriſtian, 
gains no Power, no Sovereignty 
over theſe things, ( ſo as to inno- 
vate or alter them ; ) but rather 
an obligation to uphold and main- 
tain them, according to the prime 
intent of their inſtitution. This 
being the declared Will of God, 
* That Chriſtian Monarchs or So- 


* vereigns, by entring into the 
* Church, 
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* Church, aQ as Nurting-fathers ; Mr. Thor: 
* and, that by vertue of their 5258 
* Chriſtianity they hold them- Church, 
* ſelves obliged to the mainte- © 4, 
* nance of all the ſeveral parts of Se 
* Chriſtianity ; z. e. of whatſoe- 

*ver is of Divine Right, 1n the 
* profeſſion and exercile of Chri- 
* ftianity. | 

And tlius havelI at length paſs'd 

through the ſeveral Particulars of 
the Text. The Perſons here ſpe- 
cified ( Kz#nzs and Queens; ) the 
things here ſpoken of theſe Per- 
{ons; 7.e. their converſion to the 
Church , their devotion in the 
Church, their aſhiſtance to, and 
enlargement of the Church, by 
the Intereſt of their Power , as 
Nurling-fathers. 

I ſhall now only draw ſome few 
Inferences, and make ſome pra- 
tical Reflections ; and fo con- 
clude. 

Firſt then. Are Kings promi- 
ſed as a Bleſſing to the Church ? 
Hence we inter, The continuance 

D and 
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and allowance of their Fun&tion, 
of their Place and Office, under 
Chriſtianity.Some(as it (a) leems) 
have been fo fooliſh or perverle, 
as to ſay, That Kingly Govern- 
ment was a figure and ſhadow, a 
part of the Jewiſh Pedagogy and 
Bondage ; and ſo aboliſh'd by the 
coming of the 2Mc/ia. The Text 
here, and the Scripture elſewhere, 
1s evidence to the contrary. For 
how could they be Nurling-fa- 
thers to the Church, if they did 
not remain as Kings? The exer- 
ciſe of their Authority, in the 
behalf of the Church, plainly in- 
fers the continuance of their Fun- 
ion in the Church ? The Tem- 
ple of Ezechiel ( which, by the 
large dimenſions of it, Ch. 42. 
muft needs pertain to the Goſpel) 
makes "mention of the Princes, 
and the Princes Portion, Ch. 45. 7. 
— AS. 21. 
And fo, in the City of the new 
Yeruſalem, *tis ſaid, The Kings of 
the Earth ſhould bring their Glory 


aud 
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and their Honour to it, ( Revel. 

21. 24.) They ſhould not leave 

it behind them, but bring it with 
them. 

Chriſtianity does not extin- 
gniſh Monarchy ; they may be 
Chriſtians, and yet Kings. - 'Tis 
no part of the Baptiſmal Vo, 
that they ſhould forego or re- 
nounce their Scepters. Nor er;- 
pit terreſtria, qu regna dat Cwale- 
ſtia, as Sedulizs of oli. They 
may be Chriſts Servants, and yet 
reign over Subjects. For Chriſts 
Scepter 1s not, like the Rod of 
Mofes, to devour and ſwallow yp 
the Rods and Rights of Princes, 
as his did the Magicians. He 
came not to null the Titles, or 
diſturb the Claims of Earthly So- 
vereigns, but rather (a) to ſecure (4) Mats 
and eftabliſh them in their con- ?*** 4. 
tinuance ſtatu quo. I Cor. 7. 20. "6 
Let every man abide in the ſame 
| Calling wherein he was called $ IS A 
fundamental Rule and Principle of 
the Goſpel, in aff civit Caſes and 
D 2 Cal- 
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Callings. Chriſtianity ſuppoſeth 
the lawful ſtate of the World, 
and of Civil Government, and al- 
ters no Mans condition in it, but 
maintains every Man in that E- | 
: ſtate, Calling, and Condition; of | 
' Lite, wherein it hnds him. 
| In vain theretore was Herod 
| troubled at the news of Chriſts | 
| Birth, as if hecame to diſleiz him 
of his Temporalities, Mat. 2. 3. Þ} 
In vain was P/ate jeatous of the | 
Kingſhip of Chriſt, as Enemy to | 
| Ceſar. Chriſt frees him of that - 
fear, and tells him plainly, My 
Kingdom is not of this World, Joh. 
18. 26, upon which words St. 


| Traftatrs Arſtin makes a loud Proclamari in 
| #7# foams. the Name of Chriſt, Audite Ju- 


ny” dei > Gentes, —— Anudite Regna 
| Terreaa, ( Hear O ye FJews and 
Geztiles, hear O ye Earthly Prin- 
ces; ) nom impedio Dominationem - - | 
veſtram in ho; mundo. (Icome || 

not to hinder or prejudice your 
Rule or Pomimion 1n this World.) 
Nolite timere, &c, Be not frighted 
with 
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with vain and groundleſs fears, 
for my Kingdom is not of this 
World, neither does it come to 
ſupplant or unhinge theKingdoms 
in this world. Kings indeed are 
called zzto Chriſt, and by Chriſt, 
( P/al. 2. 10. ) not to part with 
their Power,or to loſe their Place, 
but only to do him ſervice with 
their Power, and in their Place. 
They are not to throw away their 
Crowns, but only ( with the 24 
Elders, Rev. 4. 10. ) to lay them 
at the feet of Chriſt, as acknow- 
ledging their ſubjection to him, 
on, dependancy upon him, and 
derivation from him. For ſo faith 
the Word and Wiſdom of the 
Father, Prov. 8. 15, 16. By we 
Kings Reign ;_ by me Princes Rule, 
;. e. by appointment fro him, 
and ſubordination to him. For 
the which reaſon, Tertullian {ticks 
not to ſay unto the Pagans, Voſter 
eſt M1715 Czſar , utpote 4 noſtro 
Deo conſtitutus. The Emperour, 
ſays he, is ours, more than yours, 
| D 3 as 
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as being ſet up and appointed by 
our God; yea by our Saviour, 
whoſe Name and'Stile it 1s, to be 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 
Rev. 1. 5. To be King of Kynes, 
aud Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16. 

So much for the Office and 
FunQion ; the next Inference 1 
{hall make is in behalf of their 
Right and Power. It Kings be 
appointed of God, and entruſted 
by him, as Nurſing Fathers to the 
Church ; then hence it follows a- 
gainſt all oppoſers, that the Chri- 
{tian Sovereign has to do 1n mat- 
ters of the Church. For ſure, 
look what the Prophet here ſays, 


zilſon, of That Princes [hall ao as Nurſing - | 


SubjeRt- 
ON, 


fathers , that , I conclude, they 


may and muſt do. For God would 
not promiſe, that they ſhould u- 
ſurp a ſtrange Office , but dil- 
charge their own. And there- 
fore the Fact in this caſe proves 
the Right, and the Exerciſe, the 
Power. Only miſtake not the 
Point intended, By this Right 

or 
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or Power of Princes I do not 
mean, that they either have in 
themtelves the Power Ecclelia- 
ſtick ſtrictly and properly ſo cal- 
led; or that they give it unto 0- 
thers, unleſs by giving we under- 
ſtand only Copiam ntendi, Leave 
and liberty to uſe and apply ir. 
I intend not to ſay, that Princes 
by their Sovereignty are to be the 
ſole and ſupream Judges of Faith, 
or Deciders of Controverſies, or 
Interpreters of Scripture, or Dil- 
penſers of Word , Cenſures , or 
Sacraments; or that they may take 
upon them, in their own Perſons, 
(as the Leviathan ſpeaks)to conle- 
crate Churches, to propagate Ho- 
ly Orders, to celebrate the Eu- 
chariſt, nor to bind and looſe in 
the Name of Chriſt. I deny not, 
but in theſe things the Magiſtrate 
has no power to act, in per 
defettum facultatis, becaule he has 
not that skil: and faculty that is 
requiſite to the doing of theſe 
things ; or per defettum Juris, be- 

D 4 cauſe 
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cauſe the Right of miniſtrin 
{uch things is by the Act of God 
reſerved to others. As the Prieſts 
of old made anſwer to Vzz#a the 
King, (z) Nex eft Officii ti, It 
pertains not unto thee to burn In- 
c:nſe, 2 Chron. 26. 18. 

But yet notwithſtanding, all 
this being granted, there is ſtil] 
in the Nurſing-father of the 
Church, a Sovereign Power over 
Church-men, and 1n reference to 
Church-matters. He has Impe- 
Y117H CITCA Sacra, though not M;- 
niſterium in Sacrts, He has the 
Right of Supream InſpeCtion, 
though not of immediate Admi- 
niſtration, ( for *tis one thing to 
do thele things, and another to 
ſee, or cauſe them to be done. ) 

In a word, all that I intend is, 


' that the Sovereign, as Chriſtian, 


has a Super-eminent Power of 
commanding and ordering the 
Matters of the Church, fo far as 
they are of publick and general 
concern, not only to Peace and 

Tran- 
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Tranquillity, but to Religion and 
Piety, to the due and regular pro- 

- feſſion of the common Chriſtia- 
nity. 

I know indeed, there want not 
thoſe who would oppole this, ei- 
ther in whole or 1n part. 

Firſt , ſome, with the Dona- 
tiſts of old, quite ſhut out the 
Magiſtrate from theſe matters. 
According to the Sayings related 
by Optatus. uid Chriſtianis cum Optatus c 
Regibus ? aut, Quid Epiſcopis cum Parnm. 1 
Pa/atio? What have the Church »- 
*-to do with Kings ? or Biſhops 
with the Court or Palace ? And 
again, Quid Imperatort cum Eccle- 1, 3, 
ſia? What has the Emperour to 
; do with the Church? This was 

the Language of the firſt Fathers 
- of Schiſm; and too much of the 

like do we find in thoſe Imitators 
of them, who will not have the 
: Ruler to interpoſe at all in mat- 
ters of Religion. They'l allow 
him perhaps a Place in the 


Church, as a Member ; but not 
| as 


wv - ao 
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as a Governour, or Nurling-fa- 
ther, no Laws to be made, no 
EdiQts to be paſſed, for the ſet- 
ling of Faith and Order, in op- 
polition to errour and diſtraction. 
But is this to be a Nurſing-father 
to the Church ?” or rather a meer 
Gallio, only as an idle and careleſs 
SpeQator, to ſtand by, and tame- 
ly to look on unconcerned, upon 
the miſeries and confuſions of the 
Chriſtian Body, without ſtretch- 
ing forth a Finger to heal, help, or 
moe them ? How can they. be 


aid to diſcharge their Truſt, | 


(their x? ) Or what account 
can they give unto God of their 
Power, who do not uſe it to the 
beſt advantage, not only for the | 


outward ſafeguard , but alſo for } 


the inward ſoundneſs , pang 
peace, and order of the Church. . 


Never any Clafſick Author, whe- } 


ther (a) ſacred or (6) prophane, 
(that touch'd upon this Subject ) | 
but mentions Religion, as in the 
Magiſtrates charge. Never any 
State 


— 
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ling matters of Religion. Never 
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State that profeſs'd Religion, but 
did exerciſe an Intereſt 1n diſpo- 


any Inſtance to be given, where 
Men were permitted ( in Point of 
Religion ) to do every one what 
was right in their own Eyes, ex- 


cept in times of Anarchy, 7. e. Tudges 


when there was no King in 1/rael, 11. 5,6. 
no Tutor, no Governour, no Nur- 
[tmg-father to interpoſe and regu- 
late things in Church and State. 
But then ſecondly, others there 
are, neither {mall nor few, who, 


- with the Church of Rome, will 


p Bellarm. 
allow the Prince, defenſionem Re- 7 -9y> 


ligionis, but not TJudiciam, NO raicisc. 
ww of judging , but only a 7: £ 
ower, or Obligation rather, of 

receiving and defending whatſo. 
ever the Church determines. 
They'l grant you, that Princes 
are the proper bearers of the Se- 
cular Sword ; but then it mult be, 
Gladins ſub Gladio, the Temporal 
Sword under the Spiritual ; for 
though it reſt in the Scabbard of 

Kings, 


Ibid. 18. 
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Kings, yet muſt it not be drawn 
or uſed by them,/Viſi ad nutum & 
patientiam Sacerdotis. ( SO Boni- 
face the 87h. in his Extravagant 
Tit. 8. de Majorit. & Obed. c. 1.) 
This ſure is not to make Kings 
Nurſing-fathers,but Vaſſals to the 
Church ; meer Butchers, as it 
were, to execute , while their 
Prelates only are the Judges to 
hear and determine. And all this 
againſt the grain, both of Scri- 
pture, Antiquity, and Reaſon. 
Princes indeed are bid to ſerve 
Chriſt, ( P/a/. 2. 11. Serve the 
Lord with fear ) but not with an 
implicit Faith , or blind Obedt- 
ence ; but preerte judicio, with 


judgment and underſtanding : For - 


{o runs the tenth Verſe, Sapite & 
erndimini, B: wiſe O ye Kyngs, be 


' inſtrufted ye Tudges of the Earth, © 


(and then follows) Serve 7hz2 
Lord with | fear. *T1S AMEN Azreeic, 
*tis a rational, reaſonable Service 


that 1s required at their hands : . 


Firſt underſtand, and then ſerve. 
"Tis 


—_— > — 
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*Tis the. Service of a right judg- 
ment, the thing which the 
Church prays for, P/a/. 72 1. 
Give thy Tudaments to the Ryne, 
and thy Righteouſneſs to the Ryjmns 
Sonu, God, who would have 
Kings , among others, to come 
unto the knowledge of the Truth, 
(1 17. 2..4. ) no doubt but he 
allows them ( exercitium Judicii) 
a Judgment to diſcern what is 
truth and what is error,(that they 
7 refuſe and ſuppreſs the one, 
and- embrace and eſtabliſh the o- 
ther, as ſhall be thought fit, for 
the publick good and welfare of 
the Church. ) 

The ancient Councels and Sy- 
nods of the Church, ( as Grotrys ©19tius de 
proves) did ever tender both wi 
their definitions ( 7. e. of Faith, ) poteftar. c. 
| and Canons, (7. e. of Government) 7: L's 3 
Th emiewes, tO the judgment of the : 
Chriſtian Emperour tobe exami- 
ned, the one by the Laws of 
Faith, the other by the Rules of 
Prudence and Expedience. And 

{ure 
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ſure *tis all the reaſon in the 
world, that Kings be fatished as 
Men and as Chriſtians , in the 
matters of the Church , before 
they ratifie them as Soveretgns. 
* For (as a Learned Man fays ) 
* Kings having a Right to make 
* the Ats of the Church, to be- 
*come the Laws of the State, 
* (by declaring to concur with 
* the execution of them ) doubt- 


* leſs they muſt needs have a - 


*Right ro judge, whether they 
© be indeed ſuch Acts, as Chri- 
* {titan Powers may and ought to 
* concur 1n, and accordingly to 
* bound and limit the exerciſe of 
* them. 

But then again thirdly, There 
is yet a third ſort behind, that do 
oppoſe, or at leaſt much debaſe 
and dimimſh the Power of the 


Chriſtian Sovereign ; that 1s, | 


ſuch as would have them deat 
with matters of Religion, only at 
the fecond hand, 10 a remote con- 
{ideration, /ab ratione bont _ 
0 


CV 
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ſo far as the civil good and inte- 
reſt is concerned in them. So 
that, as Bellarminve would bri 
Princes under the Popes girdle, 
Indirefte && ordine ad Sprritualis;10 
would theſe have Kings and Prin- 
ces to meddle with Cauſes and 
Matters of Religion, Indirede 
& in ordine ad politica;, only 1n 
reference to the civil Good, Weal, 
and Peace of the State. 

Burt on the contrary ; fceing 
Kings and Princes are by God di- 
realy entruſted with the Church 
as Nurſing Fathers, to do him 
that Service in and forthe Church 
by their Authoriry, winch none 
but Kings and Princes can do: 
Since they have been always ac- 
counted, Cuftodes & Findices utri- 
ſq; T abule, the Guardians of bath 
Tables; ſince they _ —_ 

{ays the Apoſtle ) or PU- 
5 Aw of Ol Werks ( 2. e.of 
all ſorts, none excepted; ) fince 
the Law of the Ruler or Magi- 


ſtrate is made and ſet for the pu- 
n1ſh- 
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niſhing, not only of what 1s op- 
poſite to ſound Reaſon and Polity, 


but of what is contrary to ſound | 


Dottrine. (1 Tim. 1.9. ) Laſtly, 


ſince the end of their Place and | 


FunCtion, ( even of all that are 
 <0xi ) is not only Peace and 
Honelity, but wi#«2, the dueand 
right Service of God, (1 77.2.2.) 

I ſay, from all theſe Premiles 
we may well infer, that for any 
to confine the: Cognizance of 
Princes to prophane Tryals, and 
to {et the faults or matters of the 
firſt Table, as 1t were, beyond 
the reach of the Secular Arm ; 
or to yield them only, as the ſe- 
condary Object of their Power ; 
is, both to abaſe their Authority, 
and' to abridge them of their 
Right. 

And fo much ſhall ſuffice for 
the Interences : I ſhall now only 
add few RefleQtions from the Text 
upon our ſelves and duties ; and I 
have done. 


«F 


Firſt 


— SS 


Firſt then, Is this the Right and 


| Title of Chriſtian Kings ? Are 


they indeed ſet up by God as Nur- 
ſing-fathers to the Church? Then 
let them be ſo owned by us both 
in word and deed. That 1s, ler 
chem have the dues of Nurting- 
fathers; 

As firſt, That of Hopour and 
Reverence to their Names and 
Perſons, Mal. 1.6. If I be 4 Fa- 
ther, where is mine Honour ? The 
Chriſtian Sovereign, by his Place 
and Station, he is Pater Patriz, 
the publick Father of. his Coun- 
try ; and a Nurling-father to the 
Church : Juſtly therefore does 
.-he claim the Tribute of our ſpe- 
cial reverence, and that in a de- 
gree next to God. So the Scri- 
pture places him, x Pet. 2.17. 
Fear God, Honour the Kjng. As 
having imaginem Dei, ſicut Epiſco- 
Pres Corifls ( ſays St. Auſtin ) as 
having the Print and Image of 


God. And: therefore Contempt _— 
here, though but in words, 1n 0?” 


E the 
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called Blaſpheming of Glories , 
Jade Verle 8. ( d83o:, Sifas barcc- 
ens.) 

Aſecond Due ( owing to theſe 
Nurſing-fathers ) 1s, that of Sub- 
miffion ; Sujection to their Au- 
thority. Tit. 3. 1. Put them in 
mind to be ſubjeF unto Principali- 


tres and Powers. T Pet. 2. 13. Sub- 
r Chron. mit your ſelves — unto the Kzng,, 


26. 30,32 . 
> 123% as Supreme. Supreme without 


19.8, 12, any exception, either of Cauſes 


or Perſons. The Romaniſts would 


fain exempt their Clergy, or at 


leaſt the Miter, from this Subje- 
ion. But what ſays the Scri- 


pture ? Rom. 13. 1. (ſpeaking 


of thoſe Powers that bore the 
' Sword, Verle 4. And to whom 
(4) 57Ti- Tribute (a) was paid, Ver.6,8 7.) 


buthm pe- 


tit, non he ſays, Let every Soul be ſubjet? 
negamu. t9 the higher ( or to the Supreme) 
Teſt Powers. This he wrote unto the 
vint tri= Church of Rome, and at ſuch a 


vn. time, in ſuch an Age, when Souls 


Ambroſ. | 
=p. _ were. at the beſt, and Powers at 


the 


the Language of Scripture , is 


; 
7 
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the worſt. And yet muſt every 
Soul be ſubject : Xgy 410RAGCt 1 5, PTY, 


'&S . \ bY /  &@X ny A4$S 
EUXYENISHS, KAV RESONTHS Kehv O5TS BY, 


St. Chryſoſtome glofles upon the 
Place. ) Be thou an Apoſtle, be 
thou an Evangeliſt, or Prophet, 
be thou whoſoever, thou muſt be 
ſubjet. The Command is gene- 
ral, the Injunction univerſal. And 
lo St. Bernard ( writing to an pil. 43. 
Arch-biſhop ) deſcants upon the «4 4rc4c- 


”” , , ſt. S M4 
word Omnis. Si omnis, etiam wve- va 


ftra. Quis vos excepit a» untverſi- 


tate? &c, If every Soul, then 
yours too ; he that goes about to 
exempt you, goes about to de- 
ceive you. And ſurely, they that 77 6re- 
muſt admoniſh others to be ſub- #5,"44" 
jet, (Tir. 3}. 1.) much more 2Mauwriti- 
muſt they be ſo themſelves. um, Le 

Thirdly, a third Due , owing 7" 
to theſe Nurſling-fathers, is that 
of Obedience. Obedience to their 
Orders and Commands : That 
is, a ready and w_ 9% 
mance of what 1s preſcribed by 
their Authority ; and that in 
E 2 all 
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(a) Job. (4) all things, except where obe- 
1.17217: dience to Man, is rebellion or 
«x pronit- tranſgreſſion againſt God. Colo}. 
the popul1is 2 To. Children obey your Parents 
#n omnibus. ; 
Grot, (your Fathers) 72 all things ; 
much more our Nurling-fathers, 
whole Authority is higher than 
that 'of the Parent, and whoſe 
Power 1s Supreme. This 1s that 
the Apoſtle joyns and couples 
with SubjeQion, Tir. 3. 1. Put 
them iz mind to be ſubjett to Prin- 
cipalities, to obey Magiſtrates. And 
indeed the prime and principal 
part of our SubjeCtion to Gover- 
nours 1s Poſitive Obedience, Con- 
formity of Practice, to the Or- 
ders and Eſtabliſhments of Au- 
thority. *Tis that, that all Laws, 
and Power, and Government 
asks and looks for, aims and 
drives at, in the firſt place, the | 
obedience of the Subject ; and as 
tor Penalties , they are only for 
the terrifying of Diſobedience. 
The latter is but the SanQtion 
that guards the Law z the for- 
mer 
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mer 15 that alone that ſatisfies the 
demands of the Law. 

And fo much ſhall ſuffice for 
the Rights and Dues owing unto 

| Nurſing-fathers : Unto which, in 
the next place, we muſt allo re- 
member to ſubjoyn the Dues ow- 
ing unto God 1n their behalf; the 
Dues of Joy and Praiſe, Prayer 
and Thankfulneſs , for the Gift 
and Bleſſing of theſe Nurfing-fa- 
thers ; which brings me to rhar 
{pecial Duty that is refeCted on us 
at this time, not only from the 
Text, but from the Day. 

The Day that we now cele- 
brate, *tis a Day pregnant with 
Mercies, even the Mercies of the 
Text, In which reſpect , *tis 
more than a ſingle Feſtivity. Like 
St- Simon and Jude, or St. Philip 
and James, it comes wath Twins 
in the Womb of at. A double, | 
or rather a triple Holy-day , as £ 
being the Memorial of a Triple | 
Bleſſing. | 
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Firſt, as it 1s NVatalitinm Regis, 
the Birth-day of our Chriſtian 
Sovereign ; and therefore to be 
celebrated by us. Mos ille, wetu- 
ſous , per fe improbari non poteſt, 
ſays Calvin , of Herod's keeping 
of his Birth-day. *Twas an an- 
ciznt Cuſtom, and of it ſelf not 
to be: condemned. For 1ts Ant1- 
quity, we find mention of 1t in 
the Kings of A-zypt, Ger. 40. 20. 
The Birth-day of Pharaoh folem- 
nized with a Feaſt to all his Sub- 
jects. In the Kings of JI/-ae/, 
Hoſe 7. 5. we read of 2370 1, 
Dies Regis, the Kings Day, 7. e. 
of his Birth, (ſays Arias Monta- 
nw. Dies natalis cus.) In the 
Kings of Perſia, their Nativi- 
ty was a yearly Feſtival, even as 
far as throughout all 4/ia. So 
Plato 1n Iis Alcibiades, Baring 14 
redare Titre Bui x) fogrdGa 1 'Aonts 

In the Roman and Chriſtian 
Emperours we read an intimation 
ot the like Feſtival. Ez { 12 no- 
ffrim Ortum aut Natale celebran- 
TN dum, 


oO Ts, I, 


The Royal Nurſmg Father. 


dum ſolemnitas inciderit,, differa- 
tur. Says the conſtitution of Leo 
and Anthemins, de die dominico. 
Yea and among(t private Chri- 
ſtians we find the lie practiſed, 
even by Chriſtian Biſhops, 1n re- 
ference to themſelves. ?Tis evi- 
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dent , (from the Epiſtle of St. 


Ambroſe unto Biſhop F#l:x ) the 
were wont to keep the Days botl 
of their particular Nativity,and of 
their particular Inſtallment. 

Much more then may the Buth- 
day of our Sovereign and Nur- 


L, I, Epy. 


| fing-father claim this celebration 


at our hands. 

Eſpecially, if we conſider it in 
the next place, as it was alſo Na- 
talitium Regni. *Twas not only 
Dies Regis, but Dies Regni, the (Re 4 
Kings and the Kingdoms Day, ;,: py 
the Day of His Return and Royal Sc. prtef? 
Reſtauration; the Solema Day a 
that put a Bleſſed Period to the inde {+- 
long and fad confuſions of a Civil 949% 
and Inteſtine War, and to the ma- Gu.” 
nifold apd multiplied calamuties, 
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violences , opprefſings, toſſings, 
and diſtraCtions of a 1 welve-years 
unſertlement and uſurpation. O 
let the remembrance of thoſe __ 
endear the enjuyment and cele- 
bration of zh:-. 

It was the Cuſtom among the 
Perſons , ( lays Briſſonins ) that 

vhen ever their King died, they 
h id aVOLUNY TT; Bnpe (Wy, Tuſtitiuns 

611; AZETIRRL a certain vacation 
or ceaſing of all Laws, Order and 
Covernment tor hve days toge- 
ther, And all to thus end, ( irz 
£19%'%, ©.) that they might be 
the more (0! aſible of rhe benefit of 
a King and Laws, returning after 
ſuch a time of diſorder and licen- 
tiouſe(s. 

Cod was pleafed to exercile us 
of the'c ations with a longer 
#r:i:, a 124 and diſorderly Vaca- 
tion; not ot tive days, but of 
more than twice five years, ( as 

(UALS It; aelites of old; without a 


Kine. Withour 4 Prigce. QC. Hof ; 
"op ) 
y- 4 
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Let us at leaſt make this uſe of 


it, as to prize the worth of theſe 
things by the paſt want of them ; 
and to value our returned Enjoy- 
ments by the experience of our 
former miſeries. 

| But then again, thirdly, There 
15 a third Conſideration, that adds 
to the Solemnity of this Day, in 
reference to the Church, as well 
as to the State, 7. e. As 1t was (1n 
a lence) Vatalitinm Religionis, 
the Birth-day of our Religion too, 
i.e. of the publick reviving and 
reſtauration of it, as to the pub- 
lick Rights, form and ſettlement 
of it. The Wounds of the Church 
in our late confuſions, were as 
deep as thoſe of the State ; and 
as many convulſions in the one, as 
of diſtraftion and diſlocation in 
the other. Nothing but 1» and 
Oat, was the Game plaid in Mat- 
ters of Religion ; nothing acted 
upon the Stage, but the '{trife or 
ſtruggling of Rebeccaes Twins ; 
Jacob ſupplanting Eſau ; the 


Youn- 
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younger Religion catching at the 
heel of the elder, and itrwing to 
come into its Place andyrth- 
right. In a word, as there was 
"Tas VATHUR & wmertum 10 the 
State, ſo there was little elſe but 
Fides menſtrua in the Church; one 
way of Government and Religion 
thruſting and ſhoving out the 0- 
ther ; nothing bnt Overturaing, 
overturning, overturning , till he 
came whoſe Right it was to be our 
Nurling-tather. But now, bleſſed 
be God, there is ſome Fixation. 
The Staves of Bands and of Beau- 
ty ( Zech. 11.7.) that were bro- 
ken begin to piece up again. The 
Wall and Tower of the Vineyard 
that were trodden down, begin to 
riſe again. The Ark, that had 
been either Captive or Ambulato- 
ry, ferch*'d home again, and ſet 
up within its own proper Taber- 
nacle. In a word, all things 
brought to ſuch a degree of ſet- 
tlement, that. we may now once 


more ſay unto the Men.of Roe, 
(that 
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( thit ſhall ask us) Ecce Eccle- 
ſiam, Loe; this is our Church, this 
the Doctrine of it, this the Order 
of it, this the =_—_— and Liturgy 
of it. 

hich,ſfince we owe it (next 
WE: - af ) to theReturnof our 
Nurſing-father ; this is that, that 
ſhould enhance the memory of 
this Day, as bringing with it (to- 
gether with our Laws and Li- 


- berties) the re-ſettlement and re- 


eſtabliſhment of Religion too. 
The finiſhing of the ſecond 
Temple rebuilt by Herod the great 
(lays Joſephs ) fell upon the 
Kings Birth-day ; which made 
both the Joy and Day the grea- 
ter. The like may be faid of this 
our day. Our Temple was con- 
cerned in the Mercy, as well as 
our King ; the Ark and the Order 


of Levi, as well as the Tribe and. 
 Scepter of Juda. And therefore, 


where ſo many ſignal and eminent 
Cauſes meet, as 1n one conſtellati- 

on,it ſhould render the Feſtivity of 
the Day the greater. W hat 
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W hat remains then, but that 
we ſummon up our Hearts, and 

ur out our Souls before God, in 
ach Sacrifices of Joy, Thankful- 
neſs and Prayer, as may teltifie 
our due reſentment of 1o great a 
Mercy. 

Firſt, Let's Rejoyce in this Mer- 
cy. Let's meet the memory of 
this Day with the ſame thoughts, 
reliſh, and warm afteQions, as we 
did the firlt and freſheſt News of 
it. Remember we the greatneſs 
of our then-miſeries and dangers, 
the ſmallneſs of our hopes, the 
{adneſs of our fears; and after 
all, the ſeaſonableneſs, the ſud- 
denneſs, the fullneſs and remar- 


kableneſs of our deliverance. And 


then, if we be not blind, we ſhall 
{ze reaſon to break forth with the 
Church and fay, The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad, Plal. 126. 3. 

And then ſecondly, Let our Joy 
and Gladneſs proceed and beget 
Praiſe and Thankfulneſs in Word 
and 
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and Deed. Cod has eyer ſhew'd 
a ſpecial care of this our Land 
and Nation. We may ay, as St. 
Peter in the Viſion unto Bright- 
wood Monk of Glaſcowe , Regnum 
Anelie, Regnum Dei. We have puyaoe. 

been Gods Hephzibah, Gods Dar- £ 8. 

ling, a Crown of Glory, a Royal | 
Diadem in the Hand of God ; a 7934 
Land and Stage of Mercy, eſpe- 

cially of this Mercy and Benefit l 
promiſed in the Text, (Kingsto 

be our Nurſing-fathers, and 

Queens our Nurſing-mothers. ) 

A Happineſs which we enjoyed 

with the firſt and earlieſt 1n the 

World. The firſt King that ever 

embraced the Faith of Chriſt was 

a King in this Iſland. His Name 

Lucizs (from light or brightneſs;) 

as if God in. him meant to fulfil 

the Prophecy 1in the very ſound of 

the Letter, 1/a. 60. 3. The G2n- 

tiles ſhall come to the Light, and 

Kings to the brightneſs of thy 

Riſing. 


The 
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The firſt Emperour that ever 
became Chriſtian was, by Birth, 
a Brittain; Conſtantine the great, 
born at Tork. 

The firſt Kj-2dom that caſt off 
the Romiſh Yoke and uſurpati- 
ons ; and by Law ſetled the Re- 
formation, was this of Exglard. 
Firſt in Hexry the Eighth, and ſo 
down ſucceflively (excepting the 
bloody Pazentheſis of the Marian 
days) down to the preſent Mo- 
narch. 

And bleſſed be the God of Hea- 
ven, .that the Ezeliſh Scepter is 
{till joyned to the Faith of Chriſt, 
the Royal Branch married to the 
Vine of Chriſt ; the Roſe and Lil- 
lies of the Crown ſtill ſubjeQ to 
the Croſs of Chriſt; that we 
have ſtil] a Prince, not only of the 
ancient Blood, but of the true and 
ancient Faith ; one who has been 
tried (in his time) inthe Fire of 
AfMiction , in the Forreign Fur- 
nace of :Temptation ; and yet 
himſelf abides, not only a brm 
Pro- 
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Profeſfour,” but a gracious Defen- 

der of the True, Ancient, Catho- , 
lick and Apoſtolick Faith. 

Which that he may ſo long 
continue, let us in the third and 51g 
laſt place add unto all, the Sacri. ute Inye- 
fice of our Prayers and Supplica- /#9%— 
tions atthe HolyTable : That God, Tirtull ad 
who has the Hearts of Kings in Scapulan. 
his Hands , would ſo guide his 
Heart, by the Princely Spirit of 


Grace and Wiſdom ; that He ma 


' be now and ever ſtill and more a 


Nurſing-father to this our 1/-ae/ 
that fo, He living and ruling in 
the fear of God, and commanding 
for the Truth and Honour of 
God, and procuring the good and 
well-fare of the Church of God ; 
after a long and happy Reign here 
upon Earth, He may be finally 
poſſeſſed with a Crown of Glory, 
and firdown with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob,inthe Kingdom of God, 
and of Heaven, hereafter. 
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The Obedience of Faith : 
Delivered in a 
|  Preach'd at the 
Cathedral m NORWICH, 
Ofob. 26. 1679: 


To which is added a SER MON 


of Charity Preached the fame day, 
at St. Andrews inthe ſame City. 


By Charles Rebotham, Batchelour of 
Divinity. 


— 


Gal. 5. 6. Faith, which worketh by Love: 


Inns 


Vera autem Fidts, Chriſtum non poteſt apprehendere in ſu- | 
ſtitiam, quin ſimul apprehendat in San#:ifcationem. Calvin; 
refutatio Serveti (. in opuſcults, Pag. 606. ) 


—— ——_— 


Hec conditio. ( Scl. obedire Chriſto ) toto Evanglio requis 
ritur in ſalvands. Univerſalis gratia, ad ſolos obedis 
entes pertinet. Parzus in Hebr. 5. 9. 
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